
 

 

COMMISSIONER MEETING OF JULY 15, 2019 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:07 p.m. in the Auditorium of the Borough Hall.  The 

announcement of Public Meetings was read by Mayor Rochford.  After the Pledge of 

Allegiance and a moment of silence, roll call was taken.  Mayor Rochford, Commissioner 

Kasko and Commissioner Marshall were present along with the Borough Administrator, 

Borough Clerk and Borough Solicitor. 

 

The first order of business was the ceremonial swearing-in of Commissioner Marshall, 

which was conducted by Mayor Emeritus Tish Colombi.  Commissioner Marshall then 

provided comments on the following four (4) items: 

 

1. The prevention of McMansionism 

2. The need to keep up on the maintenance of our infrastructure 

3. The status of the Bancroft Site 

4. Flooding issues in the State and throughout the country and how to deal with the 

preparedness for such 

 

Next, the Commissioners voted unanimously on Resolution 2019-07-15-108, which 

authorized the following promotions within the Haddonfield Police Department: 

 

   Start Holloway  Lieutenant 

   Christopher Kosofsky Sergeant 

   Jacob Sorg   Corporal 

 

Police Chief, Jason Cutler, provided a brief history for each officer, as well as the process 

involved in determining promotions within the Department.  Mayor Rochford then sworn 

in each Officer. 

 

Ordinance 2019-14 was then introduced for first reading, which amends various portions 

of Chapter 135 entitle Land Development.  Mayor Rochford then reviewed the various 

items, which included changing the effective date within a new definition for “Lot Line, 

Front”, as well as adding a new definition for “Commercial Use (Type II)” regarding the 

retail legal sale of marijuana for medical use and where use facilities would be allowed.  

Lastly, there was a small typographical error is Section 49 entitle Certificate of 

Appropriateness that was addressed. 

 

Mary Fagan, Birdwood Avenue, asked if these retail stores for medical marijuana were 

within proximity to any of the schools.  Mayor Rochford replied that they were not located 

near any schools. 

 

Herb Hess, Redman Avenue, noted that all of these facilities would be only allowed in 

Zone D3.  Commissioner Kasko confirmed that and further explained that they would only 

be allowed on the ground floor. 

 

As there were no further questions, Mayor Rochford announced that the Public Hearing 

for this ordinance would be at the August 20, 2019 Commissioner Meeting at 7:00 p.m.  

The Commissioners then voted unanimously to approve the ordinance on first reading. 



 

 

 

The Commissioners then unanimously approved the following resolutions as there were 

no questions or comments made: 

 

2019-07-15-109 Authorization to Pay Vouchers 

2019-07-15-110 Authorization to Extend the Tax Grace period 

2019-07-15-111 Authorization to Insert Special Item of Revenue – Cross County 

Connection’s 2019 Transportation Management Reimbursement Grant 

Program 

2019-07-15-112 Authorization to Sign Agreement – Retirement of Haddonfield Police 

Officer 

 

Resolution 2019-07-15-113 was then introduced, which authorized the Partnership for 

haddonfield, LLC (PfH) to hold a Night Market event on September 5, 2019.  Herb Hess 

commented that during the July 3rd fireworks festivities downtown there were food trucks 

allowed, but none of our food merchants were.  He asked if this could be balanced at 

future events.  Mayor Rochford replied that he would talk to the Celebrations Association, 

who hosted the event.  The Borough Administrator stated that any restaurants that 

already had outside seating permits could sell their food outside, but if vendor did not 

have that then they were not allowed.  Commissioner Kasko asked for the names of the 

complainants so that he could discuss this with PfH.  As there were no further questions 

asked the Commissioners voted unanimously to approve the resolution. 

 

The Commissioners then unanimously approved the following resolutions as there were 

no questions or comments made: 

 

2019-07-15-114 Authorization to Approve General Event Permit Applications - Various 

2019-07-15-115 Authorization to Award Bid – Dump Truck 

2019-07-15-116 Authorization to Submit Application and Execute Grant Agreement with 

the NJ Dept. of Transportation for FY2020 NJDOT Trust Fund – 

Reconstruction of Ardmore Avenue 

 

It was noted that there were a number of Boy Scout’s from Troop 65 in the audience 

working on obtaining their Community Merit Badge.  They were all asked to stand and 

introduce themselves. 

 

Mayor Rochford opened the Public Comment period of the meeting. 

 

Kim Custer, Evergreen Lane, asked when the Request for Proposal would go out for the 

sale of the Boxwood Hall property.  She then expressed her concern about the condition 

of the Lullworth Hall building on the Bancroft site.  The Borough Administrator replied that 

she has been working with the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) and the 

Borough’s professional consultant to our Historic Preservation Commission for an historic 

easement.  This has been held up from “red tape”, which is making it a more involved 

process. 

 

Michael Amos, Lafayette Avenue, stated that he was concerned about the lack of 

information and communication from the Borough regarding the June 20th storm.  He has 



 

 

an easement at the back of his property for a 30” stormwater pipe, which is referenced 

in his deed.  He started emailing the Construction Office on July 30, 2017 discussing issues 

with that storm drain, to which he never received a response to.  He asked the 

Commissioners to be of service to the residents who have been affected by this storm.  

Mayor Rochford replied that the Borough is working on getting answers to the questions 

that have been asked.  Additionally, we are working on hiring an independent engineer 

to look t the stormwater drain failures for practical ways to correct.  FEMA, Camden 

County and the State are working with the Borough, however, we are limited on what 

we can do.  We have to rely on the process with FEMA and the insurance companies 

moving forward.  He noted that FEMA would be out again the following day and asked 

everyone to be patient.  Commissioner Marshall stated that he has heard the residents 

saying they felt like no one had heard them.  He would like to meet with those affected 

individually to discuss the issues. 

 

Marlee Lick, Heritage Avenue, asked who the independent engineer is that the Borough 

has hired.  Mayor Rochford replied that the firm had not been chosen as yet. 

 

Jason Beschen, Chews Landing Road, stated that these issues have been happening for 

20 years and no one responds from the Borough when we tell them about them.  

Additionally, no one has visited his property regarding the damage from this storm.  The 

Borough Administrator replied that Chews Landing Road is actually a County road.  Mr. 

Beschen asked when the Borough is going to do something about this issue; the streets 

are blocked when there is flooding.  Commissioner Kasko stated that he has said before 

that we should have a group for a study on stormwater management.  We need to be 

committed to getting to the bottom of these problems.  Mayor Rochford commented 

that the Borough met with residents on Chews Landing and State Avenue previously 

regarding the possible installation of sidewalks.  We were told that it was believed that 

this would contribute to, and cause flooding issues.  As a result enough resident did not 

want the sidewalks installed, so the borough did not.  Commissioner Kasko stated that 

they were trying to fix the issues and find solutions.  Commissioner Marshall pointed out 

that New Jersey is one of the most densely populated states and weather systems are 

different now.  This issue is not unique to Haddonfield, it is a statewide problem. 

 

Pat Luciotti, Concord Drive, commented on what she believed to be the inept leadership 

and engineering concerning the flooding issues in town.  She also stated that she cannot 

built a new home on her site because of that flooding.  The town was recently voted to 

be the most charming town in New Jersey, but it’s not in her eyes now.  In her opinion the 

stormwater drainage behind her house was not engineered properly and she has heard 

enough of what the Borough is saying.  It is time to step up and fix this issue.  This was not 

a 100 year storm, it is an every 6 month storm anymore. 

 

Anthony Luciotti, Concord Drive, stated that he works in the construction industry.  He has 

been telling the Borough of this issue since 2007, and Remington & Vernick (R&V) just hid 

all the crap from the Commissioners.  He wants something done. 

 

Will Vespe, Concord Drive, noted that most of the residents in attendance at the meeting 

live around Heritage Road.  He further commented on the fact that the Borough is 

currently putting large sums of money towards Ardmore Avenue rather than where the 



 

 

money needs to be spent.  He finished by asking why the Borough was not submitting 

these flooding claims to the Borough’s insurers or the engineer’s insurance.  The Borough 

Solicitor reviewed the insurance held by the Borough through the Camden County joint 

Insurance Fund (JIF), which means the Borough is a self-insured entity.  He stated that they 

have been notified and they are investigating and studying this issue.  Additionally, the 

engineers are evaluating the issues as well. 

 

Tom Hagner, Elm Avenue, commented on the four items referenced by Commissioner 

Marshall after his swearing-in.  Those items all go hand-in-hand.  It is the Borough that 

keeps giving the permits to build.  You should put a moratorium on all tear-downs since 

we don’t know what the solution is. 

 

Mr. Vespe asked if the grate behind his home collapsing caused the backup into his 

home by clogging the storm drain.  Commissioner Marshall replied that the Borough was 

told that those grates would hold a car.  He further noted that there was so much yard 

debris that completely covered the inlets, and at the outlet itself the bulkheads just 

exploded out.  R&V has reported that the area was six (6) feet over flood stage at that 

headwall.  Mr. Vespe stated the R&V’s insurance needs to pay to fix my house.  

Additionally, he would like to see the homeowners involved in a solution to this issue.  

Commissioner Marshall replied that the residents will definitely have input into a solution.  

Commissioner Kasko stated that he did not know the answers to all of these questions, 

but the Borough is investigating the situation and assured the residents that they had his 

commitment to finding the answers to how this happened. 

 

Mr. Beschen stated that this was not acceptable.  Commissioner Kasko replied that the 

Borough is looking into this situation and pointed out that they can only discuss this at 

public meetings.  He agreed that it is frustrating how long it takes. 

 

Ms. Lick stated that she cannot live in her house. 

 

Mr. Vespe stated that he appreciated the work that was done to deal with the flooding 

at his property in the past, and stated that he cannot back off this time.  This needs to be 

fixed.  Commissioner Kasko replied that he could not talk about hypothetical situations 

and how to best handle them. 

 

John Crowe, Lafayette Avenue, stated that this exceeded the damage from Super Storm 

Sandy on Long Beach Island.  There was four (4) feet of water in his basement, but there 

had to be about 15 feet of water outside.  He noted that he does not live near water.  

Additionally, there has not been a good communication system set up about this 

situation.  He was not notified about what to do and who to report issues with.  His 

insurance company denied his claim because this was a flood, yet FEMA is saying it was 

not a natural event.  The residents need to be involved in the discussions concerning this 

event.  Commissioner Marshall replied that there was a State Police conference call the 

previous Friday regarding FEMA.  He noted that there may be access to resident to the 

Small Business Association (SBA) for low interest loans. 

 

John Nasuti, Concord Drive, stated that he could have lost his home to flooding as well.  

Additionally, he did have to leave his home for the last storm, after the June 19-20th one.  



 

 

We, as residents, need your commitment to find the ultimate engineering solution.  We 

need to fix the problems.  He finished by stating that there is an issue with impervious 

coverage in town, but he felt that this flooding was more than that. 

 

Mr. Amons stated that he had put in a dry well on his property and pointed out that the 

expense to build something right is not to be ignored. 

 

Mr. Nasuti asked if the Commissioners were committed to finding the right solution.  Mayor 

Rochford stated that an independent engineer is being hired by the Borough to come in 

to look at this situation.  He asserted that there is a commitment, but we cannot 

guarantee that whatever is done will mean that there will never be an issue again with 

flooding.  He stated that we are all frustrated.  There are no easy solutions and he did not 

want to give a false representation of what could be done.  Commissioner Kasko stated 

that the Borough is trying to get to the bottom of this. 

 

Ms. Lick stated that this has been an ongoing issue.  She further noted that there are 

holding tanks in front of her home that caused her flooding issues.  Commissioner Kasko 

stated that the Borough will suggest to the independent engineer that they should meet 

with the affected residents.  He finished by commenting that the Borough did not have 

a solution at this time. 

 

Mr. Crowe commented that there is an immediate need to address the homeless 

situation of those residents who cannot live in their homes from this flooding.  There needs 

to be attention on how this can be remedied in the short term. 

 

Mrs. Luciotti asked who they should speak to regarding tax relief for their property.  

Commissioner Kasko replied that they can either contact him or the Tax Assessor in 

November to see what can be done for the following year. 

 

Mr. Hess stated that he feels grateful for several things; i.e. helpful neighbors, and our new 

Commissioner.  He then addressed Commissioner Marshall and advised him that this is his 

“Katrina moment” and stated that it is difficult to be patient at times like this.  What is 

needed is compassion, communication and commitment.  Mr. Hess then talked about 

his prior service on the Water & Sewer Task Force prior to selling the utility and how he saw 

that this fund had been drained to the Borough’s budget.  This has led to a culture of not 

looking at our infrastructure.  It is his opinion that the headwalls did not explode, but were 

pushed.  He also stated that he has submitted his name for a Stormwater Management 

Task Force that should be put together to deal with these issues.  We need to look back 

to determine how to move forward.  Due to the changing weather we can expect more 

water, which will need to be dealt with.  After announcing that he is running to fill the 

vacancy as a Commissioner, he finished by suggesting that the Commissioners should 

take everyone’s name and contact information so that weekly communications on this 

issue can be started. 

 

Mr. Beschen asked when meetings with the various affected residents would be set.  

Commissioner Marshall replied that the Borough needs to organize more for the other 

areas hit.  The focus has been on Concord Drive, but there is more that needs to be done.  



 

 

He also stated that he will start updating the residents more and suggested getting 

together in groups by streets 

 

Mayor Rochford reminded everyone affected by the storm that they should file the Tort 

Claim paperwork with the Camden County Joint Insurance Fund (JIF). 

 

Mr. Luciotti asked if R&V has provided an assessment of the problems yet.  The Borough 

Administrator replied that they had not and explained that they are focusing on one 

neighborhood at a time to be sure the information is complete.  We will make this 

information available on our website once received. 

 

Sue Maslowski, N. Hinchman Avenue, asked when R&V will be up for re-appointment.  

The Administrator replied that the Commissioners began reviewing proposals today. 

 

Mr. Hess commented that there are a couple of points that should be include in any study 

that is done: 

- The water flows under the PATCO line into another embankment 

- There is another whole side of the picture to look at 

- The water could not get very far 

- This needs our utmost attention. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:14 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Deanna Bennett, RMC 

Borough Clerk 


